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The  Runner 

The  truest  poetry  lies 

Just  now 

On  a  runner's  rainy  thighs 

While  at  his  head 
White  rings  of  breath 
Break  with  his  stride. 

Winter  trees,  the  windy  cries 
Of  seabirds  blown  inland 

Are  witnesses 

To  every  move  he  makes. 

I  wish  him  well 

Whatever  barriers  he  breaks. 

He  runs  towards  a  freedom 

Desired  by  every  man 

But  always  there,  ahead  of  him, 

Freedom  runs  on  swifter  feet. 
He  runs  with  the  joy  of  losing 
Yet  plucks  a  sweet 

Gift  from  the  air. 

When  he  stops 

The  gift's  no  longer  there. 

I  think  that  in  his  mind 

He  runs  forever 

Out  of  the  green  field.  Now  he  is  blind 

With  joy,  striding  a  mountain  path, 

A  morning  beach 

Hard  from  the  sea's  creative  wrath, 

A  heavy  suburb,  a  country  road 
Where  rough  welcome 
Lives  in  his  blood. 

Yet  even  there,  or  anywhere. 
He  runs  to  lose. 
On  the  winter  air 

Nothing  can  be  seen 
But  fragile  rings  of  white 
Breaking  on  the  green. 
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Proof 

I  would  like  all  things  to  be  free  of  me, 

Never  to  murder  the  days  with  presupposition. 

Never  to  feel  they  suffer  the  imposition 

Of  having  to  be  this  or  that.  How  easy 

It  is  to  maim  the  moment 

With  expectation,  to  force  it  to  define 

Itself.  Beyond  all  that  I  am,  the  sun 

Scatters  its  light  as  though  by  accident. 

The  fox  eats  its  own  leg  in  the  trap 

To  go  free.  As  it  limps  through  the  grass 

The  earth  itself  appears  to  bleed. 

When  the  morning  light  comes  up 

Who  knows  what  suffering  midnight  was? 

Proof  is  what  I  do  not  need. 


38 


1         -  ^^ 


**v      s 


^K^p^' 


J- 


j^^ 


J 
^ 


y/ 


42 


43 


David  Finch,  Ellen  Cradison 


\^.  ^' 


46 


Marcia  Murakami 


47 


48 


Selh  Mellon 


49 


Steve  Heiser 


31 


52 


Ud.Xj  A^WdWjft 


Uiulj(.l)i:L'lj  Ctiiiiwjnrio 


33 


Peter  Stonestrom 


Julie  Bowen 


/  ( r  <■ 


/  J 


-,s-->- 


54 


Heidi  Frantz 


"i 


'» 


RKk  Oumond 


Ji 


Hank  Levy 


Geoff  Coulter 


56 


\ 

ifyjl  J^^^p 

9 

'^TrJP  /QIHH 

^ 

^B    1          ^^^^^^^^1 

1 

wB^^^^^^ 

1- 

P"- 

if^'^^r, 

Linda  Stanton 


Kim  Schumacher 


VJ>*f  Ijsvtin 


S7 


Madelon  Toll 


58 


lU«n  (^riptAll 


59 


Mark  VanderSchaaf        |ohn  Goldsmith 


60 


'A^ffnte  K/WAvb-s 


«l 


Carol  Schrader  Reitz,  David  Reitz 


Bertha  Fuchsman 


62 


Charlie  Crassie 


Vt^ff    ri0tttr1 


63 


^ievm  KMMm 


6S 


Lerkiat  Vongsarnpigoon 


66 


OtrfabM:  LXruUh 


67 


Liza  Crihfield 


68 


Gary  Miller 


Mul'ly  Siegel 


69 


70 


\\end>  Palmef 


VUiriarme  McKenna 


71 


Mary  Edgai 


72 


Mtilotttan 


73 


losh  Taife 


74 


Kathy  Delanty 


75 


Pete  Pedersen       Naava  Binder 


76 


™ 


Carol  Spalding,  |udy  Buchanan,  Becky  Engelhardt,  Nancy  Pero,  Linda  Bovard 


78 


Colin  Barnetl 


79 


Mary  Larner 


80 


Sirjlinda  Betnuein 


•I 


Thea  Duell 


82 


Pam  Miller 


'    / 

X 


/ 


1    V 

•A 


I 


I 


^JUIIipilllltlllSII 

"^  Hi  I  if'"' 


l<iurii.'  lorripkins 


•3 


Sandy  Fornwalt 


B4 


Marvel  |ano  \i^iUn,  |<-l(  \<,i'ian 


85 


86 


T  i^S? 


B7 


William  Black-Schaffer 


88 


Marshall  Levin 


Erk  Bri^sict 


89 


90 


91 


%  .  ;v 

'^^^^Hf  ..iiigrfWHii 

T 

^i^ 

|/ 

'^blj^^bw^  ^^^il^^^^BHiB 

^^ 

^..^■^^ 

P"' 

Mike  Hucles 


92 


93 


nrr^ 


:^m 


.T^^^"' 

^ 


^';i 


»  ^SKi:j4?> 


rf.'Mj 


^;L^^*4^- 


*T3S!L' 


._      ~-"«w-» 


p' 

- 

- 

- 

« 

*-  "•" 

_ 

■.- 

■i       f 

^ 

*^ 

-•*»           / 

J^' *''"'' 

^ 

,^  ^ 

w 

- 

"  « 

■"^   . 

;^.' 

i 

A' 
1  « 

1 

- 

' 

t 

/ 

™1. 

f 

.1    • 

.-^ 

■ 

■"»- 

\ 

r  * 

~ 

1 

, 

, 

' 

4 

.'*^. 

^ 

-   \  -■ 


-.l»  *'*^ 


*^<        ^ 


94 


^*;'^>  J^\ir^-  V^;^^» '  "tVi^  ■  ■  > 


93 


96 


Pad  Ness 


97 


98 


99 


Muriel  Carfunkel 


100 


I 


Sue  Corcoran 


--i 


I      n 


II 


•^ 


7 


\\i 


'^OA'^e^ 


Steve  Class 


102 


10') 


Bob  Shriver 


104 


)im  Coates 


i»a^---*o-,^ 


lOi 


^^^m0M 

^^'^i 

^^s^^K 

p^    ^^^'Wll 

^^Ss^m^^mi^^^ 

M  ^J^ 

IffSiiB^^K  "^ 

^Bb 

^■^^^mB-    ^ 

Jm      ^ 

^w'ift!^^^ 

!^^%%  ~  ^ 

"^^^^K  i^l^Hn^^^^^l^^^^Hl 

p-^«j^ , 

^^^^^r^          Ji^K'^^^^^^^^H^^Hn 

o^  "% 

""m^iPc^l 

^''it':?';^!^^''-'^  -gdR   B^B 

M|^^T^^^I^JB 

IB^^sH 

««\^ 

^^m 

HIihM^ 

>^>ji^gygii 

106 


')■:.'■    K  .,'  i 


107 


108 


|im  Qaig 


ntle  LarrNnore 


109 


r^t. 


*' '  *f^''sf"*'«^*«,  „  j^ 


,;^*^' 


'>i 


i&i 


ie^:- 


/, 


Ht- 


•^r- 
5*.- 


■./»  :':<-•», 


Meddii 


ng 


It  will  always  be 

A  harrowing, 

A  meddling, 

A  seeking  out  of  what  cannot  be  found. 

Touch  the  branch 

When  the  rain  has  slopped  falling- 
Heaven  splays  inlo  the  ground. 
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The  Gift 

It  came  slowly. 

Afraid  of  insufficient  self-content, 

Or  some  inherent  weakness  in  itself, 

Small  and  hesitant. 

Like  children  at  the  tops  of  stairs. 

It  came  through  shops,  rooms,  temples. 

Streets,  places  that  were  badly-lit. 

It  was  a  gift  that  took  me  unawares 

And  I  accepted  it. 
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Orphan 

Thought  is  an  orphan  in  the  sircci 
Looking  for  a  father, 
Compelled  to  wander  and  forget 
The  house  where  it  was  born. 
If  it  should  stumble  on  th.it  place 
It  would  be  elated. 
Cfjuld  I  appreciate  your  face 
I'd  understand  creation. 
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The  Voices 

Of  all  the  killings  I  have  seen  and  sensed 
This  is  the  hardest  to  grasp. 
It  happened  over  centuries, 

We  scarcely  realize  the  loss. 
Many  believe  there  is  no  loss 
But  I  have  seen  it  in  the  trees 

Stammering  branches. 

Throats  of  children  struggling  to  speak. 

I  have  heard  it 


a  boy's  lusty  sigh, 


In 


r^  girl's  cry  of  delivery. 
The  pain  I  have  felt 

Sensing  it  in  the  voices  of  poets 
Who  have  known  the  travesty 
But  could  do  nothing  about  it 

Is  real  and  inexplicable  to  me. 

It  has  perfected  itself. 

It  is  more  confident  than  a  man 

Who  has  made  slaves  of  people 
During  his  lifetime. 
Even  when  released 

The  people  are  slaves  still, 
Their  best  uses  of  freedom 
Are  patterned  on  the  savage  will. 


Everywhere,  then,  the  loss. 
And  yet  I  believe  we  may 
Recover  from  this. 

Make  real  the  images  we  speak  of. 
Suggest  the  lovers  closer  than  before, 
Startle  fixed  eyes  with  recognition. 

Affirm  the  sensual  throat. 
Embody  in  a  moment 
An  undistorted  note. 

When  I  listen,  listen 

With  love  and  fierce  attention 

The  voices  run  to  me 

Like  greyhounds 

Lifting  their  paws 

Tf)  touch  my  chest  and  shoulders. 

Hot  tongues  swim 

In  slender  jaws. 

I  si.ififl  transfixed  at  faces 

liri-.ilhiiii,;  iiilo  mine, 
Shfif  kccJ  in  ti  world  f>f  animal  eyes. 
Ih(;  Ifjng  thrf)als  open  and  my  cry 
Mingk^s  with  their  cries. 
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